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General Director Miho Nagato
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I feel very privileged to have been asked by Madame
Nagato to conduct the first Japanese performance of
Ealman's Die Czardasflirstin because I know of no other
operetta which contains such & wealth of charming and
unforgettable melodies. Ko wonder that Richard Strausa
called it "eine melodische Schatzkammer" (A treasure
chamber of melody). Ever since its first performance
at the Johann Strauss-Theatre in Vienna in October 1915,
during the dark days of the First World War, this master-
work of classical entertainment has triumphed not only
in Europe but on most stages throughout the world.

To me personally it brings back memories of my earlier
yeara in the theater: in central Europe a young conductor
first muset prove himeelf by conducting operettas before
he is permitted to “graduate" to the musical direction of
opera. This is & fine and valuable experience because
operetta scores, such as to-night's score, are filled
with difficulties of tempo changes and subtle melodie
expreasion which provide & good training ground for the
conductor of serious opera.

As you will notice at to-night's performance, Ealman
was not only & master of writing music in the Hungarian
atyle but he also was the creator of irresistible Viemnmese
waltz tunea., It is my hope that all of you who feel up-
lifted by these famous melodies will be grateful to
¥adame Fagato for making your Holiday Season a heppier one

) & by offering this classical masterwork to H
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